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and usually of the superior college, while the permanent
teachers who direct the work of tke student teachers are
trained through a long university and normal career. Those
best adapted to teaching are selected for this permanent
service.
As the members to begin with are picked men, chosen
usually on account of intellectual superiority, the order ob-
tained a selected body of teachers far superior to those of the
secular schools, or, in fact, any schools of the times. This
superiority was maintained so long as there was no great
change in the spirit and subject-matter of education. But
when, with the eighteenth century, there came to be a de-
cided movement away from the dominant theological spirit
and the formal humanistic content of education, the Jesuit
schools tended to lose much of their prestige and superiority,
a tendency which culminated with the temporary suppression
of the order. This suppression, however, was not due in any
respect to the character of the work of the schools, unless it
was that their success in the education that still controlled
had produced strong opposition and distrust.
THE SUBJECT-MATTER of the Jesuit schools has already
been referred to as of the characteristic humanistic order.
In this respect they did not differ from the other schools of
the time, either as to the scope of the material or the purpose
to be achieved by its use. The same devotion to the study
of form, beginning with grammar and terminating with dia-
lectic, the same effort to give the use of the Ciceronian Latin
as a living tongue, were to be found. Only the Jesuit
schools were superior to the other types of schools in that
they were one and all kept up to the high standard of the
Ratio, while the greatest variation prevailed among the schools
under secular control in regard to methods, to the scope and
the selection of the subject-matter. More attention was
given to mathematics and to the rudimentary sciences, so far
as thev could be .gained through the classical texts, ordinaril,